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Romans and the covenant(s) 

The ‘new perspective’ on Paul 

‘works’ righteousness vs. by faith, in grace  

covenantal theology:  
Jews first, but then also to all nations  

‘Covenant’ 

A formally established and binding relationship 
modelled on Ancient Near Eastern treaties 

Between equals, or between a sovereign king and a 
vassal people 

Based on promises, undertakings and expectations 

In Scripture: 
“I am your God”  

 – Respect me, be loyal and worship me alone 
“you are my people”  

 – I am there for you and will watch over you 
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Preamble:	  	   	  Iden2fies	  the	  par2es	  involved	  
	  

History:	   	   	  This	  is	  how	  we	  came	  into	  rela2onship	  
	  

Promises	  &	  undertakings	  
	  

S2pula2ons	  
	  

Witnesses	  
	  

Proclama2on	  
	  

“I	  am	  Yahweh	  your	  God”	  

“I	  have	  chosen	  you”	  

“I	  will	  bless	  you…	  give	  to	  you…”	  

“If	  you	  obey…”	  	  	  “If	  you	  disobey…”	  

“Heavens	  and	  the	  earth”	  

“Remember…”	  “Teach	  your	  children”	  

Biblical	  covenants	  
(CreaAon	  –	  not	  formally	  enacted)	  

Noah	  and	  his	  family	  
Abraham	  and	  Sarah	  
Isaac	  and	  his	  family	  

Jacob	  (Israel)	  and	  his	  extended	  family	  
Moses	  &	  Israel	  at	  Mt	  Sinai	  

Israel	  upon	  entry	  to	  promised	  land	  	  
David	  and	  the	  house	  of	  David	  

Prophets	  spoke	  of	  a	  ‘new	  covenant’	  
The	  eternal	  covenant	  established	  ‘in	  Christ’	  
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Romans ch. 4 – Abraham and the gospel 

Initial question (v.1)   what was ‘gained’? 

vv.2-8    
the former covenant(s) were  

covenants of grace 

Conclusion (v.9):  
‘faith was reckoned to Abraham  

as righteousness’ 

Covenants within the purposes of God 

Always a stage in an ongoing mission of God, 
never the endpoint 

New question (v.10)  how? … and when? 

how?  - ‘received’ 

when?  - ‘before’ 
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Why is this significant? 

‘to make [Abraham] the ancestor of all who 
believe without being circumcised’ (11b) 

‘likewise the ancestor of the circumcised’ (12) 

Abraham 

Isaac 

Jacob/Israel 

Family of ISRAEL 

Moses 

David 

The chain of ancestry 
The family of ISRAEL 

Another line – the 
‘before’ line of descent 

More than about circumcision as a ‘work’ 

Circumcision as a sign – symbol of God’s favour 

PROMISE 

HEIRS of promise 

father of MANY 
NATIONS 

Implication:  
 

circumcision/law 
(which came after 
the promise) was 
never intended to 

be the means of 
gaining the promise 

and inheritance  
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Another key question:  what is ‘righteousness’? 

A clear ‘charge-sheet’ – or more?  

Ultimately it is a term of relationship 
before God and with God. 

δικαιοσύνη  dikaiosynē  justice; righteousness 
	  

As	  a	  rela%onship	  term	  

As	  a	  manner	  of	  life	  

As	  	  something	  bestowed,	  given	  

As	  a	  pronouncement	  
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Such righteousness has two 
dimensions (v.16): 

1. ‘depends on FAITH’ 

2. ‘resting on GRACE’ 

GRACE and FAITH defined: 

FAITH – as with Abraham: being FULLY 
CONVINCED that God is able to do what he 
had promised (GRACE) 

FAITH is our response of trust and confidence in 
what God has promised to do (GRACE) 

CONCLUSION:  such grace ‘reckoned to him’ 
was not for him alone, but to ‘us’ – those who 
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from 
the dead’ (23-24)  
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‘Not only for Abraham’ 

Significant in TWO dimensions 

The same path of faith in 
God’s promise (grace) 
that bestows 
righteousness is 
available to all who 
believe - circumcised and 
uncircumcised 
 
(PERSONAL dimension)  

We are heirs of the 
Abrahamic promises and 

enter into the fulfilment 
of the promises Abraham 

received 
  
 

 
(COVENANTAL dimension)  

Righteousness is reckoned to us 
In TWO dimensions  

both ‘how’ and ‘what’ 

1.  ‘How’ involves the dealing with offence  
before God 

v.25a ‘Christ… handed over to death for our trespasses’ 

2. ‘What’ bestows a covenantal relationship and the 
blessings with God as a result 

v. 25b [Christ] …raised for our righteousness 
 


